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Tree-Plantin- g Statesmanship.
All European governments have given

much attention to forest-tre- e planting.
It ia one of those subjects which prop-
erly belong to a government. As a rule,
tree-piantin- g unngs no immediate re-
turn, and rarely will individuals be so
public spirited as to plant for posterity.
In those countries where land is entailed

where it descends to one's family from
generation to generation forests are
sometimes planted as a sort of life
insurance ; and in many cases it has
been lonnd that a plantation of trees
has produced a much better revenue to
ons-'- s children than acy investment one
could make. But here, where we not
only calculate on keeping our
land for our children nay, scarcely
believe we shall keep it long ourselves

tree-planti- ng to any extent is out of
the question.

JNo doubt the time will come when
even a very young i lantation will be
like railroad stocks, which advance in
valuo according as they approach a div
idend, and thus will always bring some
thing to their owner m case of a sale.
Thus, if a tree be ten years old, and
within another ten of being in a condi
tion nt lor timber, it would bring the
owner of the farm containing such a
plantation much more than one but a
year or two old. But as a general rule
farmers do not look so far ahead. They
cannot afford to give so long a credit
They trust nature for one season. They
lend seed, and labor to get the land
ready for the seed, and also furnish the
capital to look after the growing crop ;
and if principal and interest are not
returned by the forthcoming harvest.
the mutterings of dissatisfaction are
plainly heard. Forest culture, which
in any event takes several years to pro-
duce any return, is too slow. No mat-
ter how great may be the prospective
profit, the theory that a bird in the
hand is worth two m the bush prevails.
and tree-planti- gets the go-b-

But no country can get along without
timber. "We may talk of our iron, our
coal, or any of our minerals, bnt with
out timber noae of them would be worth
looking at. We could not work our mines
without wood ; wood supports the rail
road track and the telegraph wire. We
could better do without all these titan
without wood. An abundance of wood.
and the cheapening of wood, are sub
jects worthy of the best thoughts of
those who have the good of mankind at
heart.

But as individuals, for rcarons given.
cannot be expected to go extensively
into forest-tre- e culture, and as the wel-
fare of a nation so much depends on
the price of the timber its people nses,
it would seem to bo a matter especially
for gove: nments to foster. If European
governments, with so many more in-
ducements to individuals to plant.
give so much attention to it, surely
here, where individuals can accomplish
little, governments ought to do more.

Hitherto wo have had mre timber
thai we needed. It was a driip;. The
one who could invent a good plan to get
rid of it the easiest was the favored
one. But that time is gone. The
high price for lumber now tells another
story. Cheap lumber to America is
what the cry of cheap bread is to many
of the peoples of Europe ; and the
statesman who shall give attention to
this matter, and make tha field espe-
cially his own, will reap as much fame,
and receive as many blessings, as those
who have worked in the great field of
national union, annexation, protection,
emancipation, or any of the good woiks
which have served to develop great
minds for the admira.ion of a grateful
country.

Guano.
It has been asserted by Prof. Ed-

wards that guano which for years has
been so extensively imported for certain
qualities of land -- is not composed of
the excreta of birds. The recent re-

searches of Dr. Habel tend to support
this view ; for, when the portions of
guano which are insoluble are brought
under microscopic examination, they
are found to consist of skeleton remains
of animals of marine origin, and fre-
quently of animals to be found alive in
the naighboring seas. It is stated that
ships riding at anchor round the guano-produci- ng t

islands frequently pull np
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" How fast they build houses now!"
said H. : " they began that building
last week, and now they are putting in
the light." " Yes," answered Lis friend.
"and next week they will put in tho
liver."

A Brooklyn judge chirged a jury in
a recent suit for breach of promise of
marriage, that the " gleam o the eyo
and the conjunction of the lips are ove-
rture, when they become frequent and
protracted."

At a party, while a young lady was
playing with peculiar brilliancy of
touch, a er baohelor eiolaimed.
" I d give the world for thoso fingers J

" Perhaps von might get the whole hand
by asking," said the young lady's obser
vant mamma.

O. Love can take what shape ho
pleases, and, when once legnn his fiery
inroad in tho soul, how vain tho after--
knowledge which his presence givos I
we weep or rave, but still ho lives, aud
lives master and lord, amidst pride and
tears and pain. Harry Cornwall.

The intelligence of affection is car
ried on by the eye only ; good-breedin- g

has made the toiigue falsify the heart.
and act a part of continncd restraint.
while nattiro has preserved the eyes to
herself, that she may not I Hi disguised
or misrepresented. Aililinnn.

Learn the valuo of a man's words
and exprefsions, and yon know him.
Each mun has a measure of his own for
everything ; this he oflVrs yon inadvert
ently iu his words, lie who has a
superlat ivo for everything wants a meas-
ure for the great or small. iMvitcr.

Grace is a quality di fit-re- from
beauty, thongh nearly allied to it, which
is never observed without affecting ns
with emotions of peculiar delight, and
which it is, perhaps, the first object of
the arts or sculpture and painting to
study and present. Allison.

An over-reachin- g horse ono w hrsn
hind feet are frequently hitting tho
forward shoes should wear heavy
shoes forward and light ones behind.
The theory is, that tho heavier hoof
will lie thrown a little farther ahead at
each step than the lighter one.

Sonio jackass says; "Cheer tip,
cheer up; it's along lane that has eo
turn. Don t we know it? Uf conrsa
it's a long lane that bus no turn. How
perfectly absurd to expect a fellow to
" cheer up because a long lane iiaa no
turn. Wo decline to cheer up for any
such reason.

Tho most appalling case of deaf
ness that we ever came across outside
of an asylum was that of an old lady
who lives lust RcriMm the street from th
navy-yar- d. Tho other day. they fired a
salute of twenty-on- o guns. The old lady
was observed to start and listen as tho
last gun was Qrod, and then exclaimed,
" Come in.

The Indiana Farnur publishes the
experience of Daniel A. Alius, of
Bridgeport, whoso hogs were "dying at
a fearful rate" with cholera, until he
turned them into his apple, orchard,
when all those which wero not too sick
to eat fell to and devoured tho wind-
falls with gusto, and legan to mend im-

mediately, "a marked improvement be
ing obvious in three or four days."

there is no creature more fatal than
youriedant; safe as ho esteems him
self, tho terriblest lttsues spring irom
him. Human crimes are many ; bnt
the crime of being deaf to all Gods
voice, or being blind to all but parch-
ments and antiquarian riihhmh when
tbe divino hand-wri- t ing is abroad on
the fcky certainly there is no erimo
which the supremo powers do more ter-
ribly avenge. Cartilr,

One of the readiest replies we havo
heard lately was made by tin Irish la-

borer. A gentleman travelingon horse-
back " down east " came ujon an Irish-
man who was fencing in a most barren
and desolate piece f lnnd. "What
are you fencing iu that lot for, Pat?'
said he ; "a herd of cattle would starve
to death on that land." "And sure,
yer honor, wasn't I fenein it in to kapa
the peor bastes out eif it ?"

A writer, expatiating on the fertil-
izing properties of guano, gives a vera-cio- ns

account of Kansas soil in tlie fol-

lowing : "A few hours after planting
member BeedB the dirt lwgan to flv anil
the vines came up like ii streak, and,
although he started off it the top of
his speed, the vines overtook and cov-

ered him ; and on taking out his knifo
to cut the durued thing he found a largt
cucumber gone to need in his pocket."

Alexandre Dumas used to tell the
following anecdote : Being at the Han
Carlos, Naples, he entere I into conver-
sation with a stranger sitting in the stall
next to him. " I hope," said the latter
at the close of the performance, " tlint
we may have the pleasure of meeting
again I am Alexandre Dumas." "Oli,
indeed !'' replied the celebrated novel-
ist, with his gny laugh, " ao am I."
The stranger eollajwcd.

M. Franooni, the Parisian circus
man, has brought an action for ten
thousand franca damages against tho
proprietor of a rafr. concert for an
nouncing tho exhibition of a double- -
headed, four-legge- hibraehiate wo-

man. Tho phenomenon proved to be
two women strapped together. The
plaintiff bases his claim on the fact
that this shnm monatrosity threw a
$2,000 slur on the four-lagge- d woman
he claims to possess.

The Cuttle rish.
In the Indian sean, well authenticated

instances have oecuned of divers being
entangled in tho Berpent-lik- e arnm of
tho cuttle fish, aud destroyed by their
strong parrot-lik- e beak. There is noth-
ing absolutely incredible in the state-
ment that a ciittle, lately taken in

harbor, measured thirty feet be-

tween the extremities tf its extended
tenacles ; though, of course, the meas-
urement may have Ix'cn inaccurate.
These tenacles are of great length, eight

nnmlier, and every one of them cur-

ries 120 pair of sucking dink". Fancy
this thirty-fee- t mounter clasping a "hu-
man " in its cold, uliniy embrace ! Tha
moment the tentacles touched the flehli

f tho victim, with tho Hped of light
ning the fleshy piston is withdrawn, a
vacuum is created, nnd tho edges of tha
dink are pressed against the snrfaca
with a force all the Mrneglc of the un-

fortunate prisoner could not overcome.
These sucking dik act on the prinei-pi- e

of a cupping-glues- , each having a
fleshy or cartilagiijoiiH ring across wmen

disk of muscular membrane is stretch
ed, with a circular aperture in tlie cen
tra. A cone-ahapo- d mast oi Mesh LI 4

this aperture like a piston, and when
drawn back, at, the will of the ammnl,
adhesion is so firm that it is easier to
tear away the substance of the limb
than release it from its attachment. Jt
makes one shudder to think of the eight
huge arms of this Bocavicta monaU r
enfolding some unhappy mortal, and
then Iia vainlv writhed in its clamruv
grasp, the horny bill, stroug as the berik

an eagle, would rend tha flesh, it$
large cruel eyes glaring at him and par-
alyzing him with terror. It ii very
well that they have managed to dispatch
this fellow in uonavisia. i here is olo
horrible monster less in creation.

Growth of Crnas. The cities in
United States grow far more rapidly

than the country. Youi g men floek
from the farm to the itore, hoping to
make mouey more rapidly in trade.

farmers than hold theirBut the more
. ... 1 U(own. The cenatia rejKinn it ioivbuuw

that over 12 5(H), 0(H) jieople in our conn- -

pursue " painful occupations. m
theae nearly il, 000.000 are engaged in
agriculture, 2,702,421 in manufactures,

161.23H in trade and trannjortatioii,
and 2,;H4 H'M in professions, iu doffien-ti- o

aervice, and as day laborers. If
those are placed among the day laborer
who work by the day on lurmi and
gardens, as aeems mont probable, then

farmers make up a majority of all
" gainful occupations." It would lx

well for the country il the proportion.
was still larg r,

AM. HUGHES,
ATTOKXKY AT LAW.

wai atlatiu all eourta to be ttoldea tat ataory l

Office, Whitthorne Block. fatdsWl

CHA&LES
CLEAR.

ATTOKNEY AT LAW,
Colombia, Tauntgjlil attention Riven to the ooUacUoa o i

TTT TT T. a, Finmrea11 Attorney! at Law and Solicitors tn ObaooaTy,

Wtl practice in the courts of Maury and adJotaVlog oaoiiUes.
tn toe Whitthorne Block. ochlMl

T. U OOCITOAN,
ATTilRVrV AX TAW

And General Coilwting Agpr.t
4'lunibia

KH!I T. WKIOBT W. J. WVB8TXB,
BIGHT WFHMTKIt,w ATTORNEYS' AT LAW.

Columbia, Tennessee,

TTr. u. tistmoxs,
ATTOUXEV AT LAW,

eVtln m 1, i. TV

Kperial attention given to all bustuoaa esKruatee
" tOMt-W- -if

SSAni'ELS, Jr.,Law aud Solicitor in Equity.
... Columbia, Tenn.

wince wun V. Myers, Esi. H rict attention
uauiogu onsinrM guaranteed to thoee who eu

iruBi me name to ku care May 30, l73s ly
7 IT. t'DWAItHR.

ATTOKXKY AT LAW,

Dallas, Texaa.
will pr.:tire lu the courts of PaEa and tha fcdr

T P. Z. M. CY1 CUT,

Attorney! at Law an J Solicitor m Chanoery,
WsyueFlxirn, Tennessee.

Will rrartirr in ti e cnr.ntin of Hardin, Wiyaa
' - " r -- , 1 i", i t i n , ana ana in LUon, iriuti sua ji emirta at ISawliville.

Particular attention giveu to tbe collection Oi

J hey a so prtccntf f .r patents
and bounty lainl.-- , kf in-- til - tit jai tments at Wash
ington. -7J

HOTELS.

GUEST HOUSE.
South MaJu Street,

COLUMBIA, TENNESSEE

Board, $2 per Day.

Carriage, buggies or saddle horse furnished cat
application to me proprietor,

JAME3 I. GUEST.
Columbia, Jan. 1, 1873.

NELSON HOUSE.
WALKZB A LIPSCOMB, Proprietors,

COLUMBIA, TENNESSEE.

Tliis well known house is undergoing- - thorough
repair and newly furnished, and Is now open for the
accommodation cf the public generally.

Our ubles shall be furnished at mil times with tht
best tne country will afford.

Servants polite and attentive, an j every attention
win dp given to mime our nouss interior to none in
tbe Hontu.

We solicit the patronage of the public generally.
mcli7-73- tf V iuu A Lipscomb, Proprietors.

MAXWELL HOUSE,
Haahville, Tennessee.

raj ISI OK Sc CO.. Proprietors.

1HISCKL.L.ANKOI.S.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
OF COLUMBIA, TENN.

Capital, $100,000.
T. W. Kirs, It. I:. M.Hinr, T. B. Xinra. S, M.

lowui, L. xbu:rson, J. U. Thomas,
Joint Farxasoii.

Becedves deposits, deals iu f.irelga aJ domestic
exchange, gold, silver and government securities.

Collection made and remitted for on Cay of pay-Die- nt

at enrrtnt rares of exchange.
Revenue stamps for sale.

JOHN FB.IEBS0N,
President,

LUCIUS FRIEBSOJt,
Y-- n Pr Hint.

Jas. B. Cbtldbjess, Cashier.

Wm. Shirley;s

MARBLE MANUFACTORY.

Monuments
AXD

TOMB STONES,
all of tha

BEST ITALIAN MAKBLB.

Also, I hay ths Jatest Stylet of Designs

All work as cheap as ran be done elsewhere.
Manufactory on West Main street, near the Inatt-- .

mea'28-l- y

C. A. & W. H. FARRIS,

COACH
And

HARNESS MAKERS,
Corner South Main aud Pi-p- streets.

COLUMBIA, TENN.

Oit 17, 1S73. I.V

0. L. Rynolds,

PORTRAIT PAINTER,
COLUMBIA, TENN.

Ptwtrait linwTi Hp t life ni.& from photographs.
Old ports.it-- - re fitti'tl uii clranetl.

Stcoio KIominR ntw bUn k. Oar lea street,
erty opix-- it the lresbvterian churelu
U.t. 3, 1ST J. ly

W. C. S hppard,

SURGEON DENTIST,

COLUMBIA, TENN.

Orrii'E Fleming's new Work, Ciardja strett,
early opi'site the Prmhyterisn cUun-li- .

I kee; constantly on han I a full st.x k of t. th,
a ,ici, soas ami h'ti.mt f,ir the mouth aud gums ;

llwommended by the Uuited States ileuUl asso--Atio-

C'fiil and see me.

J. A. ENGLE.
IValer in allinds or

CHOICE FAMILY OKIES.
IKY GtXJDS,

BX)TS,
CIGARS,

SHOES,

TOBACCO,

LIQUORS, and
C0UNTKY PRODUCE.

Cornsr South Min street and Englo Avenue.

All goods delivered.

Oct. 17, 187S. ly

Walking Fishes.
Swimming is not the only mode of lo-- c

amotion possessed by fishes, for the
fins of certain kinds perform the func-
tions of feet and wings. Saveral of the
fishing frogs have their fins converted
into feet or paddles, by means of which
some species have the power of crawl-
ing and hopping on sand or mud, whilst
one kind can live three davs out of wa-
ter, and walk npon dry land. This ex-
traordinary fish, the angler, is from
three to five feet in length. It live3 at
the bottom of the water, crawling close
to the gronnd, and by means of its ven-
tral and pectoral fins, it stirs up the mud
and sand in Bitch a manner as to eoneeal
itself from other fishes. Another fish
of this family inhabits the seas of hot
climates. I5y filling its enormous stom
ftch witli air, it expands itself like a bal-
loon ; its fins enable it to creep on land,
where it can live for two or three days'
the pectorals, from their positions, per
forming the functions of hind 1'oet.
Other members of the same family dis-
play equally icgolar characteristics.

the guano with their anchors. This is
strong evidence against the

excreta theoiy. The nevf con-
jectural proposition endeavors to ac
count for the existence of the masses of
guano in the Chincha islands by the ac
tion of hear, or chemical action, or both
together, working the necessary changes
for tne conversion oi tlie animal re--
rani us into the well-know- n fertilizing
substance oi commerce.

American Wonders.
me greatest cataract in tne world is

the falls of Niagara, where the water
from the great upper lakes forms a river
three-Iourt- hs of a mile in width, and
then being suddenly contracted plunges
over the rocks in two columns to the
depth of one hundred and seventy feet
each.

The greatest cave in the world is the
Mammoth cave in Kentucky, where one
can mate a voyage m tne waters ot a
subterranean river, and catch fish with
out eyes.

The greatest river in the world is the
Mississippi, four thousand one hundred
miles long.

The largest valley in the world is the
valley of the Mississippi. It contains
five hundred thousand square miles and
is one of the most fertile regions of the
globe.

The largest lake in the world is Lake
Superior, whi.n is truly an inland sea,
being four hundred and thirty miles
long and very deep.

The longest railroad in the world is
the Facinc railroad, over three thousand
miles in length.

The greatest natural bridge in the
world is the Natural bridge over Cedar
creek in Virginia. It extends across a
chasm eighty feet in width and two
hundred and fifty feet in depth, at the
bottom oi w hich the creek flows.

The greatest nia?s of solid iron in the
world is the great Red mountains, near
Birmingham, Alabama. It is three
hundred and fifty feet high and fifty
miles in length, of almost solid iron
ore, the largest and richest deposit
known in tne world.

The largest deposit of anthracite coal
in the world is in Pennsylvania, the
mines of which supply the market with
millions of tons annually.

A Trustful Family Circle.
We hear a good story of a man who

went to the frontier to see a friend, the
family consisted of the husband and
his two grown sons. The good old lady
was the only one of the family who did
not take some of tne " On be joyful,
Sitting by the fire a few minutes, the
old man tipped him a wink, and the vis
itor followed him out. Stopping by a
tree, he took out a long-necke- d bottle,
remarking :

"I have to keep it hid, for the boys
may get to drinking, and the old
woman would raise the deuce." Soon
Tom, the eldrr son, asked the v'sitor
out to-- sec the colt, and taking him
behind the barn, pulled out a flask,
remarking :

" I have to keep this hid, for the old
man will get drunk, and the deuce is to
pay," and they both took a drink and
returned.

Soon Bob stepped on the visitor's toe
ana walked oft, the visitor following.
As they reached the pig pen, Bob drew
out a good-size- d bottle, remirking :

"You know the old man and Tom
will get drunk, and I have to hide this.'

The visitor concluded he could not
drink confidentially with the whole fam
ily, and started foi noma.

In the earliest days of the human
race, when population was more sparse
than it has ever been since, and intro
ductions were also scarce, with little or
none of form or ceremony attending
them "no cards our nrst parents,
after their first surprise, had to intro-
duce themselves to one another, though
the following dialogue is not found on
record : Adam " Madame, I'm Adam.'
Eve "Adam, I'm madam." They em-
brace.

lour horses shoes will liold on
longer if the clinches are not weakened
by the file in finishing. Insist that

ie file does not touch the end of the
nail where turned over.

a w mi a aa i IT

send your Orders to

any site or pattern go or send to
T. H. JONES fc CO., Nashville. Tenn.

T. H. JONES & CO., Nashville, Tcnn.

T. H. JONES & CO., Nashville, Tenn.

-wheat Cleaners, ro to
T. H. JONES s CO., Nashville, Tenn.

T. H. JONES A CO., Nashville, Tenn.

T. H. JONES A CO., Nushville, Tenn.

T. H. JONES 4 CO., Nashville, Tenn.

T. H. JONES fc CO., Nashville, TeDn.

Seed, at lowest market prices, go to
T. H. JONES A CO., NsAhvllle, Tenn.

Danble Shovel Plows,
Walking Cultivators,

Beapers and Mowers,
llorso Powers,liar Tedders.Well Fixtures,

Befriarerators.Feed Mills,
Char us,

their House, before yon buy elsewhere. IT
YOU.

COLUMBIA,

MAN,
In this grand wheel, the world, we're spokes made

all; lex. lironie.
He who climbs high endangers many a fall. Chau-

cer.
A pawing gleam sailed life is o'er ns thrown, W.

W. Story.
It glimmers like a meteor, and is gone. Samuel

Roger?.
Time but a hollow echo, gold pure clay; Henry

Wotton.
i'ear chases year, decay pursues decay. Samuel

Johnson.
sun to thee may never rise; Con-grev- e.

The flower that smiles y, dies.
Shelley.

Who breathes must suffer, and who thinks must
mourn; Prior.

The human race are sous of sorrow born. David
Mallet.

Born to be plonghed with years and sown with
cares, Byron.

Nurst with vain hopes and fed with doubtful fears.
Simuel Brandon.

And what do we, by all our bustle, gain 7 -- John
fomfert.

A drop of pleasure in a sea of pain ! Tapper.
Tired of beliefs, we uread to live without ; 0. W.

Ho'mes.
Yet who knows most, the more he knows to doubt.

hamuel Daniel.
Alas ! what stay is there in human state T Dry- -

den.
Man yields to custom, as he bows to fate Crabbe.
Contrasted faults through all his manners reign

luoiasmun.
Distinguished link in Being's endless chain.

IKonng.

Princes and lords are but the breath of kings,
liiurns.

And trifles make the sum of human things. Henry
more.

If troubles overtake thee do not wail: fHerbert
Our thoughts are boundless, though our frames are

rrail. LFerci vai.

Time well employed is Satan's deadliest foe, Car-
los Wilcox.

And specious joys are bought with real woe.
11 nomas xickell.

The fiercest agonies bare shortest reign : rBrvant.
Great sorrows have no leisure to complain. Goffe.

One touch of nature makes the whole world kin,
isnaispeare.

For wc the Fame are that our sires have been ;
I v imam unox.

Nor is a true soul ever born for naught, J. It,
LoweU

Yet millions never think a noble thought. Bailey.
Good actions crown theniseveB with lasting bays,

tleato.
And trod fulfills Himself in many ways. Ten

nyson.

Life is bnt shadows, save a promise given W. G.
Clark.

Of change from woe to joy, from earth to heaven.
LMcoU

The world's a wood in which all lose their way ;
Buckingham.

A fair where thousands meet, but none can stay ;

Jrawkes
To sport their season, and be seen no more,

I uowper.
Till tired they sleep, and life's poor play is o'er.

fope.

A TEIP TO AN ERUPTION.

I have never been able to decide with
any degree of certainty whether or not
I shonld feel grateful that the Fates or
dained for me a rather longer sojourn
in the city of Naples than tluy gener
ally do for young Englishmen who are
not constrained by business to reside
there. I think the remark has been made
before about there being no i y without
its share of alloy ; and, as certainly the
pleasures of life in the sunny south
such as the lovely climate iu spring and
autumn, tne luscious iruits, the glo
rious scenery are great, so the draw
backs of detestable climate in summer
and winter, of fleas, flies, mosquitoes
and worse, of dust, dirt, and their ac-
companying fevers, are as great, if not
greater ; and when yon throw into the
balance that worst of all Neapolitan
evils, the sirocco, I think there are few,
except those who have passed half a
lifetime in India, who would not agree
with me in the conviction that, like lie- -

land, Naples is a very good place to
live out of.

As a matter of course, a large per
centage of the visitors to the south of
Italy make a point of going up Vesu
vius ; but yet 1 was astonished to nnd
the number of sight-seer- s, and enthusi
astic ones, too, who were perfectly sat
isfied with the aspect oi the mountain
from the different points of view at its
base ; still more were content with as
cending only as far as the Hermitage
and Observatory, which lie about half a
mile from the base of the cone, and
which can be reached in a three-horse- d

carriage nearly as easily as Hamstead
from the city.

At this point you have really done as
much as is necessary to enable you to
say with truth you have been up Vesu-
vius ; as the view from htre is very fine,
and von nave passed, by means of a
capital road, the expanse of old lava,
which is the most curious part of the
whole mountain, and the most difficult
to realiza mentally, as photographs and
paintings can give bnt a very feeble no
tion of the grand desolation of this out
come of one of nature 8 greatest con
vulsions.

The idea conveyed to my mind was
that, on a slope of ground about a mile
m length and a third of a mile in
breath, a lattle of elephants had just
taken place : that some hundreds of
thousands of these animals had been
slaiD, and torn limb from limb, but had
so fallen as to completely cover the
plaiu four or five deep, showing only
their black skin with its peculiar shiny
surface, with here and there a recently
diseased carcass throwing off a jet of
such vapor as would arise from perspir-iD- g

horses on a damp day. This will
give a pretty correct notion of the old
lava beds, as the blocks have by time
jjnd weather been worn almost smooth,
and through their fissures there issues
a sulphurous steam, showing that, al-

though
a

more than fifteen years have
elapsed since its expulsion from the
bowels of the mountain, there must be
pools of lava underneath the surface
still molten and unextinguished ; and
if the visitor should push a stick to the
depth of a couple of feet into one of
the crevices, the end will be charred in
a few moments. We can in some meas-
ure understand, from this power of re-
taining its heat in the lava, the immense
amount of time our planet must have
taken to cool down to its present state
of solidity.

Irom the observatory, too, yon can
distinctly see the 'construction of that
gigantic heap of sand and ashes, the
cone ; and no amount of ascending will
give one a better idea of it. If the top
of the cone is gained the greater eleva-
tion gives a slightly fatther range of
view, but not sufficient to compensate
for the fatigue and annoyance of the
climb.

Men who have scaled the highest
European peaks have informed me that
the cone of Vesuvius, though hardly an
hour's ascent, is the most fatiguiDg
from the roughness and insecurity of it
the foothold in the ashes, as they im-
agined : but the difference in the heat
and relaxing effect of the climate must
have a great deal to do with the diffi
culty experienced.

I can easily imagine the ascent of tbe
mountain being made most unpleasant
to casual visitors by the dishonesty,
laziness, and obstinacy of some of the
guides. Even with a knowledge of their
extraordinary dialect, and choosing my
own weather, and having everything in
my favor, I always deolared, on retr rn-in- g

home from each ascent, that that
particular one should be my last; and
after my third I really believe I should
have carried out my resolution, had it
not been for the magnificent eruption to
which burst out shortly alter, thus en-
abling me to witness an effect I had
long desired to see.

Although no one could tell when the
eruption would commence, yet the peo-
ple, wise in the signs of the mountain's in
labor in gs, had prophesied that some-
thing uncommon was about to happen,
as for some time past the usual streak
of smoke that issues from the great
crater at the apex of the cono had be-

come
in

intensified in volume, and at night
flashes of light could ba distinctly seen
reflected on the lower surface of the
pmoke-chiud- , indicating that not far
from the mouth o the crater there was
a reservoir of boiling, seething fluid,

like, so long as they remain in the local
ity to which they are assigned. There
are very few of them who do not be-

come useful, industrious members of
society. Almost every one learns some
trade, and seeks to become skilful in it,
"Polish work" in Siberia means supe
rior workmanship. Recently a propo-
sition has been made that those among
them whose conduct has been satisfac-
tory should be allowed to go back to
their native country, provided they can
return at their own txnense. find the
means of subsistence at home, and the
head of the administration of their nn
tive district has no objection to their
return.

UNITED STATES SENATE.
Cariosities of the New Congressional

iiirriury.
Major Ben Perley Poore has issued

proof copies of the valuable congres
sional directory he complies as Clerk
1 1 tiie printmg records." Taking the sen
ate for illustration, one finds that there
is one senator, fiinion Cameron, over 71
years of age; and one, Dorsey, of Ar
kansas, just turned 31. The next young
est is Conover, of Florida both car

s. Precocity rnns in the new
south, bpence, of Alabama, is but 37 :
Patterson, of South Carolina, does not
give his age, but looks about 35. There
are, besides thoee named, two senators
whose ages are 38; two of 40 years
two oi iz : tiiree oi ; lour of 4 ; one
of 45 ; six of 40 years ; one of 47 ; three
of i'J years ; three of f0 ; two of 51 ;

the same of M ; one of 54 ; four of 5.) :

the same of 56 ; two of 57 ; three of 58
years ; thre of CO ; one of fil ; one
each 62, 03, 61, 68 and CD years of age.
The latter is the venerable and urbane
Governor Buckingham, of Connecticut.
There are two elderly senators who seem
anxions to conceal their ages. One is
General Logan, from whom Poore has
never been able to wax that secret.
Logan must be over fifty, but he seems
to have found the secret fountain of
Ponce de Leon, and never appears to
grow a day older. The other elderly
gentleman who doesn't like to consult
the register of his birth is Gilbert, of
Florida. The united age of the seventy-tw- o

senators now in the chamber is over
3,000 years being, without counting
Gilbert, Logan and Patterson, whose
names are not given, 2,970 years in the
aggregate. Adding 150 for the three
gentlemen named, the total will be 0,

or an average of 43 years and 4
months each. As will bo seen, by far
the largest number are in tho very
prime of life fifty-tw- o of the whole
number being between forty and sixty
years of age.

The nativities of senators are thus in-cat- ed

: Pennsylvania claims eight sen
ators, including those who represent
the state ; New York has six senators,
including Messrs. Conkling and Fen-to- n

; Massachnsetts has five sons in the
srnate, including her own senators ;

New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Ver-
mont, Maine and Connecticut are

by native-bor- n senators, while
Vermont and Maine give two to other
states ; Ohio has four of her sons in the
eeamber, including John Sherman, and
Virginia has five, including the two sen
ators of the State ; New Jersey has two
native-bor- n senators, and one other
claims the state ashis birthplace : Mary
land claims three senators, her own and
one other; Delaware, Georgia and
North Carolina claim their own senators
as natives; Illinois aud Indiana give
homes to two senators each, Governor
Morton and Gen. Logan both leing
born in the state they represent ; lionis
iana claims her senator as a native ; Ala
bama is the birthplace of one of the
Texas senators ; South Carolina lias one
native-bor- n senator; Michigan has the
same ; while Germany and Wales are
claimed for Schurz and Jones. Twenty-tw- o

states hold the birthplace of sev-
enty senators, the remaining being born
abroad.

Sixteen of the present senators have
been governors of their respective
states, several them serving two or
three terms. Seventeen senators have
served in the house of representatives,
one twelve and two others ten years
each ; three have served eight years
each, two six years, and two others four
years each, tour have been elected
presidential electors ; several others
haverun for the same honor. Three have
been lieut. -- governors, one vice-pre- si

dent, two in the cabinet. Three have
been foreign ministers, one a commis
sioner of internal revenue, and another
of Indian affairs. One has teen survey

four havo been chief-jnstie-

in their respective states, and nine havo
held judicial positions. Five havo
been attorney-general- s, or in their
states as district attorneys. Thero aro
thirty-nin-e who are designated as law-
yers, and three others who havo studied
iaw, but do not practice. Twenty-fou- r

senators claim a collegiate education ;

nineteen what they term " academic ;"
two went to West Point, and sixteen
speak of going to the common or pub-
lic schools as their educational prepara-
tion. Of occupations and professions
besides the law, there are six who write
themselves as painter, one as a civil
engineer, two as railroad presidents,
one as a miner, another as a coal-min-

and banker ; three have been printers
and editors, one is put down as editor.
two as manufacturers, two as physi-
cians, five as merchants, one as a lumber-m-

erchant ; two ppeak of themselves
having learned the carpenter's trade,

two have had the right to add " rev-erne- d

" to their names, (I refer now
Brownlow and Tipton); one other has

been a teacher, a college professor, law
yer, major-genera- l, Washington cor-
respondent, minister resident, editor,
and now United 8tates senator (I refer in

Carl Schurz). As to military service,
appears that there are five major-genera- ls

who eerved in the Union army,
and two who served in that of the Con-
federacy.

The Human Voice.
That we are curiously constructed ad

mits of no argument, since the mechan-
ism of the organ by which the voice is

roduced surpasses the most ingenious--y

devised musical instrument ever
made by man. xne range oi a human
voice is another marvel, there being a
about nine perfect tones, yet there are
17,192,186,044,515 distinct sounds, nil

which are produced by the varying
contractions or relaxations of fourteen
little muscles acting directly on the col
umn of air passiDg directly tnrougn tne
larynx or musical box. There may be

few more musics oroagniinio aciion
training, but if anyone is ambitious

for ftirtner iDiurmuuuu uu tue capacity
our vocal organs, physiological

orks furnish illustrations. A man s
voice ranges from base to tenor, the me-
dium

of
being a baritone. A woman's

voice ranges from contralto to soprano,
medium being a mezzo-sopran- o. A

boy s lies between a tenor and a treble.
The language of science in reference to
these extraordinary exhibitions ol vocal
power was anticipated by the poet. Is

not straDge that a harp of a thous-
and

the
strings should be kept in tune eo

long?

Speed of Stobms. Prof. Loomis de
duces from the weather reports of the
last two years that the average rate of
progress of a storm in January is f80
miles a day, and its average direction try
five degrees north of east ; for Febru
ary, 740 miles, and a direction thirteen
degrees north of east ; March, 940 1

miles, eleven degrees north of east, and
for April 615 miles, sixteen degrees
north of east.

Mrs. Catherine Oeiger, while croas- -

ing a Held near juuiora, jnu., in uju the
flock of eheep were grazing, was at-

tacked
in

by a ram and butted to death by
the animal.

FROM WASHINGTON.

The president has approved the bill
repealing nil parts of the salary act of
March, 1873, except such as increase
salaries of the president and the jus-
tices of the supreme court, thus restor
ing tho compensation of members of
congress and otners to its former
status.

xne committee on ways and mean
have prepared and will report a resolu
tion to nx the amount of greenbacks a
four hundred millions, including the
reserve, r.t-.- keeping it within the lini
its of the law prior to I860. Thev
deem it just to the country that the
limit should be absolutely fixed.

The national board of trade thinks it
not worth while for congress to spend any
money in building through railroads
for the purpose of solving the transpor
tation problem, and regards as equally
hopeless any attempt to settle it by
prescribing lares and rates by law.
They favor the passage of laws b j ctate
legislatures to compel railroads trans
porting gram in bulk to deliver the same
quantity they received.

Mrs. Dr. Guthrie was heard before
the house committee on judiciary last
week, in opposition to the enfranchise
ment of women in the District of Co-
lumbia and elsewhere. She said the
ballot in the hands of women would de
moralize society, undermine the state,
and tend to detract from the nner quali
ties of the sex, and consequently destroy
woman s usefulness as a mother and
citizen. This lady made several at
tempts to be heard in Lincoln nail
during the recent suffrage convention.
She alluded to the fact, and thanked
the committee upon concluding her re-
marks, for according her a privilege
which had been denied by her own sex.

Cheaper transportation is to be got.
according to the plan of the transporta-
tion convention at Washington, which
has just adjourned, by state laws regu-
lating the railroads, but not fixing their
rates, by throwing the roads open to
all who are willing to pay for the use of
the tracks, by improving the water-
ways from the interior to the ocean,
and by the construction of roads and
canals by the federal government, to
be used by citizens on the payment of
tolls. A national bureau is to be es
tablished, the members of which are to
look after the passage of state laws
preventing excessive charges and nnjnst
discriminations. The abolition of the
free-pas- s system and the subsidy swin-
dle are other meaus to the same end.

The senate committee on commerce
have agreed to report favorably West's
bill giving the secretary of war full con
trol over the channel at the mouth of
the Mississippi river, where dredging by
the United States government is in pro
gress. Ihe bill authorizes him to pre-
scribe binding regulation , any viola
tion of which will bo pnnishab'e by the
United States courts. Senator West, of
Louisiana, Senator Windom, of Minne-
sota and Representative Stannard, of
Missouri, appeared before the com-
mittee and explained the necessity for
enacting the bill. They stated that the
Tow Boat association of New Oileans,
n order to secure a continuance of

their present monopoly, are in the habit
of sinking vessels and otherwise block-adiu- or

the bar no an to impede and some
times wholly stop the work of excava
tion.

Thesecretarvof the treasury has writ
ten a letter to Senator Chandler.chairman
of the senate committee on commerce,
giving, by invitation of that committee,
his views on the subjects covered by
Senator Fenton's bill, to regulate the
customs service and the disposition of
fanes, penalties and forfeitures. Secre-
tary Richardson goes into an extended
discussion of these and col.ateral sub
jects, and recommends the following
measures: 1. A revision and consoli
datiou of the tariff acts. 2. The sub
stitution as far as practicable of spe
cific in lieu of ad valorem duties. IS

The abolition of the present system of
moieties with one exception, to-wi- t: That
where attempts at smuggling are de
tected, or where tho act of smuggling is
accomplished and the goods are seized
afterwards, the seizing officer or office
and informer or informers, if any, shall
be entitled in equal parts to one-tent- h

of the net proceeds, or if there be no
informers, the seizing othcer to be en-
titled to the whole of such one-tent- h,

l hat a provision be made for a spe
cial fund to be applied under suitable
restrictions to the compensation of spe
cial persons affording information which
shall enable tho government to detect
and punish frauds upon the customs
revenue rather than in the act of at-
tempted smuggling. 5. That the law
authorizing the seizure of books nnd
papers be so amended as to afford due
protection to the rights of private par
ties. 6. That no compromise of any
fine, penalty or forfeiture accruing from

violation of navigation or customs
revenue laws shall be lawful until after
judicial investigation of the facts. 7.

That the compensation of customs offi-

cers be graded in accordance with the
importance and responsibility of their
respective positions.

Hon. W. Orton, president of the
Western Union telegraph company, who
has recently been before the senate
postoffice committee several times, the
Hubbard telegraph bill being before
them, concluded last week his argu-
ment, maintaining the following pro
positions : 1. Congress has no right to as
pass the bill, because it would indirectly
take private property, for telegraph
purposes, without just compensation ; to
and furthermore, the passage of the bill
would ba a violation of the contract
established between the government
aud tho telegraph companies, now exist-
ing under provisions of the law of 18C(. to

If there were no constitutional ob-

jections
it

or any violation of the contract,
would be impolitio to adopt the Hub-

bard scheme contemplated by the bill,
because it constitutes a partnership be-

tween the government and a private
corporation, to bo conducted by both
official and private agencies at the same
time, under which there is to bo a
division of expenses between the gov-
ernment and the company, while all the
profits are to accrue exclusively to the
latter. 3. That whatever may be the
faults of the existing telegraph system

the country, the scheme proposed
affords no means of remedy for them. of

this connection the fact is established
abundant evidence from official doc-

uments, that the present average rate
for messages in the United States is
lower than in Europe for like dis
patches, and that in this country busi-
ness

by
is conducted without any expense

the government, while in Europe the of
several deficieuciei raised by taxation
npon the people amount to several mil-
lion dollars. In reply to Mr. Hubbard'a
arguments be referred him to the action

the Western Union telegraph com-
pany

the
with the associated press, aud

showed that there is no combination
between them, that the associated
press depend upon the Western Union
telegraph company in no respect for its it
own monopoly, and that all other press
combinations are offered the same terms

the associated press obtains. Also,
that the associated press is an independ-
ent agency for the procurement and dis-
tribution of news, and the Western
Union telegraph company is an equally
independent common carrier, for its
transmission on call, for all who require

and that no establishment of a poB-ta- l

telegraph could affect the associated
press in any way.

Siberian Convicts. Polish convicts
Siberia sustain an excellent reputa-

tion, with very few exceptions. In gene-

ral the exiled' Poles are settlers, and, as a
such, instead of being condemned to
hard labor, they are free to do as they

Requiem Anniversary of Nanoleon
III.

The London Telegraph has a long ac-
count of the memorial mass of Chisel
hurst on the 5th inst. on ths occ sion of
the first anniversary of the death of the
Emperor Napoleon. After disposing of
the crowd that attended, despite wind
and rain, the celebration of the mass,
the Telegraph says : " At length the
moment came for the removal of the body
to Little Chapel, and while the choir
sang softly the members of the imperial
household grouped themselves around
the coffin, and preceded by priests and
bishops, surroun !ed by candles, and
in the midst of a cloud of incense,
bore it slowly to its last resting place.
It is taid to have been the wish of the
late emperor that he should be laid in
French soil, even though he might ba
buried in England, and in obedience to
this desire earth had been brought from
the garden of Tuilleries and placed in
the bed at the bottom of the sarcopha
gns and into this the cothn was lowered,
The bishop, duly attired in the mitre
rochet and pall, advanced, and scatter
ing upon it a little Jbxenoh sou, mcented
the tomb, sprinkled it with holy water
and pronounced the absolution.

The pnnoe imperial, who had remain
ed a spectator oi the ceremony from the
place he first occupied, here almost
broke down under the emotions which
crowded in upon him, and it was nearly
a minute ere he could be called upon to
approach the tomb of his father. Mean
while, Father Goddard had advanced to
the vestry and now appeared on the ai
tar stes. supporting the widowed em
press who was bitterly weeping. The
bishop, attended by the priests, came
forward at this moment, aDd placing
the hand of her majesty in that of her
son. conducted her to the littie chapel
where she took a last long look at the
coffin, sprinkled it with holy water, and
then retired, followed by the prince and
his suite.

Hereupon the congregation moved
gradually forward, passing one by one
the chapelle ardenta, each in turn tak-
ing advantage of the privilege accorded
of throwing a little consecrated water
upon the coffin and so quitting the edi-
fice by a small-size- d door which opens
into the churchyard.

t he imperial household had, however,
another duty to perform to which only
a few of the friends of the la e emperor
were admitted as witnesses ; fondly hop
ing that the day may yei come wnen
the remains of Napoleon LU., like those
of his great uncle, will rest beneath the
dome of the Invalides, they deemed it
their duty to insure that the coffin
should not be surreptitiously removed,
and thus it was that in their presence
the state slab which forms the inner lin
ing to the cover of the sarcophagus was
- . . .. , il L 11.
fastened in its place wim cement, me
four corners being further secured with
black wax stamped with the imperial
seal. Nothing how remained but to
plaoe the top of the tomb in its place
which was done, and tne niemoers oi
the household who had witnessed this
last ceremony left the church and re-

turned to the Camden House.
The only inscription which it bears is

that of "Napoleon Third. It. 1. 1'."
Legend there is none, nor is there any
titles, mention of country or date of
death. Even the imperial arms are not
displayed. The name and the prayer
which the letters represent alone bear
witness to the fact that one of the Na-

poleons is interred in the Catholic
Church of St. Mary's of Chiselhurst.

Richard Co?ur de Lion and the Hank.
Falconry was a sport in which the

ladies loved to share: the noble bird
was decked with the greatest care, and
golden bells hung to its feet. Jjarge
amounts of money were paid for a first- -
class falcon, and our romantic king,
Richard Cceur do Lion, had nearly for-
feited the price of his life to secure
one. He was on his way to the Crusade
in Palestine, when, tempted by the
beauties of Naples, he lingered there ;

and while waiting for the French fleet
in Sicily, took a horse, accompanied by
one knight, and rode to Salerno, to see
the famous cathedral built by his Nor
man relatives, and to learn something of
the accomplishments that were taught
in that city, then a center of poetry,
rhetoric and natural philosophy. Care-
less of roads, he passed through Cala-
bria, where the mountain torrents were 4.

swelled by rain, his galleys following
along the shore. Mere he learned tnat
in a certain village a man had a very su-

perior hawk, whioh, according to the
laws of the age, none but a noble was
allowed to keep. Richard, careless of
consequences, went into tue nut ana
seized the valued possession ; the peas
ant ran after him and demanded its
restoration, but in vain ; the village
was roused and the proud Calabrians
attacked the king with sticks and stones.
One drew a long knife, and in defend a

ing himself, the sword in iiicnam s
hand broke, so that, spurring his horse,
he was obliged to taise reiuge
in night, and had not a priory ueen
near, in which he took refuge, the life
of the adventurous monarch would
probably have ended in that disgraceful
manner.

Tell the Truth.
Absolute and perfect truth is one of

the first essentials in the good charac-
ter of a child. The days when " men
are born speaking lies " have not en-

tirely passed, although parents have too
often only themselves to blame for lying
children. Extreme or injudicious pun-
ishment will often leal chiMren into
habits of deceit and lying. When this
becomes the case, punishment is an evil
only. Rewards for good conduct will
often induce children to lie, that is, to 2.
deny having whispered, for the praise

being perfect in deportment. A it
genuine bedlam in school had better
exist than the highest order, if it re-

sults in such moral obliquity. It is in-

deed often sailiDg between Scylla and
Charybdis to teach children the narrow
path between lyiog and polite prevari-
cation. A friend of ours, who was emi-
nent for teaching perfect truth to her
child, said to the girl, one day, "You
go to Mrs. JJ. s so oiten that you must
not always stay to dinner. "IJut
Mrs. U. always invites me. - les, dui of
that is a form of politeness, and she may
not always wish you to stay.' That In
day, the child being invited, hung her by
head and said, "No, mamma says you
don't want ue even if you do inviie
me." "So you think I lie," staid the
adv, and tho mother lost her friend by

the incident.
to

Mr. Campbell's Son.
When Campbell's chimney became

foul the other day, somebody advised
him to fire his gun up the flue for the of
purpose of loosening the soot. Camp-
bell did so, but, unfortunately, he se-

lected for the operation the very
moment when his oldest boy happened

be sitting up there on the top of the
chimney, flying his kite. The boy
knew immediately that somebody had
fired a gun, and he did not wait to pull as

his kite or to make extended in-

quiries as to the identity of the person
who performed the act. He seemed to

animated by an irresistible propensity
leave the spot at once, ho he sud

denly slid down the roof to the shed,
and thence to the ground. When he it,
was put to bed he appeared to want tT

more over on his face than on his
back, and the doctor, when he had re-

moved three-quarte- rs of a pound of
shot from th little sufferer's flesh, re-

marked to Mr. Campbell that if the in
child preferred to stand up for a few
weeks, while eating nis meats ana
studying his lessons, it would be injn- -

i rut l i ?

alcious to oner any oDjeciion.

which, every time a babble burst, shot
forth a flame sumcient with its reflec
tion alone to light rip the adjacent parts
of the mountain and sky. This contm
ued for a space of three months or so,
the brilliancy . and frequency of the
flash increasing with the growth of the
moon, and dying away as she diminish
ed when all at once, without any furth
er warning than what 1 have endeavored
to describe, there appeared a thin, ribbo-

n-like streak of fire, extending from
nearly the top of the cone (through the
side of which it had forced its way) to
the bottom. Of course all was excite
ment and commotion among the visi
tors ; and, after allowing the first rush
of tourists to pass, a party of us organ-
ized a trip for the purposo of reaching
the point where the lava had burst from
the mountain, and exploring the whole
affair, with as much ease to ourselves as
possible. So, after a good luncheon,
off we started in two carriages, each
drawn by three good (for Neapolitan)
horses : for the ascent is made by a
sort of zigzag road, parts of which are
very steep, and without any wall of pro
tection to speak of : so, unless the hor
ses are staunch, one stands a very good
chance of being jibbed over on the
rongh lava and f eriously hurt.

jjeaving jn pies at a o ciock, we ar
rived safely and in comparative comfort
at the observatory at half-pa- st four,
and, after a short rest, started along
the ridge of ground that leads from
there to the foot of the cone ; and dur
mg our progress we were amply re
warded for any trouble we had been
put to, bv the most gorgeous sunset I
have ever seen.

By the time we reached the "Arttrio
del Cavallo," or waiting-plac- e for horses
(for by Tiding it is easier to get a mile
farther on the jout ney than in a car
riage), it had become quite dark : and
the streams of lava, which by day ap-
pears a stream of smoke, was blazing
away in its sublime brilliancy about a
quarter of a mile ahead of us.

Then came the tug of war ; to reach
the fiery current it was necessary to
cross this quarter of a mile of old lava

a difficult task by daylight, but much
more so by night, when the only light
was from the glowing stream of lava
above, which sent a lurid glare over
surrounding' objects, rendering still
more dark and deceptive the numerous
pits and holes, to which its reflectioas
did not penetrate. The elder ones of
the party determined to remain where
they were, and wisely too : out hve of
us had made up our mind to reach the
brink of the lava stream and have a
good look at it. Two of the less vigor-
ous, however, soon gave in, and we had
to leave them to find their way back to
the others as well fs they could. We
had. in fact, determined to climb the
cone to the fountain-head- , as it were :

bnt we very soon called a council of
war, with the excuse tuat tne re was too
much danger of the stones thrown up by
the bier crater falling on our heads,
though I realiy believe that the almost
herculean tllort of ascending such a
rugged precipice was the true deterrent ;

so we determined to malce lor the foot
of the cone where the stream joined
the plain.

The space to be crosseti was certainly
not more than a quarter of a mile as
the crow flies, but it seemed never-endin- g,

and took us at least an hour and a
half to set over it. The only descrip
tion that will convey an idea of this bad
ouarter of a mile is that of a good cross
sea. with waves from ten to fifteen feet
high, suddenly petrified ; the sides of
each wave composed of those large cin
ders Known in foundries as clinkers, each
clinker being: nice and loose, so that
when you stepped on one you might
confidently expect to slip a foot or two,
till it chanced to fix itself firmiy in its
neighbors, which if it did not happen
to do, you slid on till the bottom of the
descent was reached, lucky if you kept
your perpendicular, but peculiarly un-
lucky if vou did not. as in your slide.
all the neighboring clinkershaving been
set in motion, if you reached the bottom
first, they took the greatest pleasure in
life in falling on the exposed portions
of voui defenceless body. I found the
best nlan was to outwit them by pre
tending to go back again directly I felt
I was in for a good slide ; for although
bv struggling back I never reached the
point I started from, yet I reversed the
order of things, and letting tne clinkers
precede me, had the satisfaction of fall
ing on them.

When ihe bottom of one wave had
been reached, the side of the next had
to be climbed a still more tedious,
though not so dangerous, operation,
giving one an idea of the mode of pro
gression experienced on a treaamm ;

as just as one had raised one's head
above the crest, the foothold would
give way, and down to tbe bottom one
would go again, with a rather aggrava-
ted repetition of the sexton-lik- e episode
of the clinkers. There is a sameness
in any quantity of this 'mode of pro-
ceeding that soon becomes irksome,
which, joined to the rather severe toil,
made me heartily rejoice when our goal
was reached.

What a sight was theie ! On the
right of a cascade of living fire from
eight hundred to a thousand feet high
when I say cascade I use the word as
the best I can think of, but it was not

cascade in the least, all the noise,
snlash. and dash of which was absent ;

the lava descending noislessly, majesti-
cally, with a peculiar serpent-lik- e,

gliding motion, which gave one an idea
of resistless, inflexible power when
used cruelly and revengefully, or, if an
absurd simile may be used, of a large
Quantity of treacle poured down-stair- s :

on the left the said stream winding away
like a calm river till it rounded a corner
and was lost to sight. Just where we
struck the stream, it began to slacken
speed after pouring down the almost
perp ndicular side of the cone, and was of
gliding'aboutas fast as one could walk
that is, the centre was, for the sides had
already begun to cool, aud consequntly
moved less swiftly. The heat was tre-

mendous, and we could only look on
the molten current for a few seconds at
close quarters, when we were forced to
retire behind the banks to cool. This
was easily done, as the lava had sunk
for itself a regular channel in the ashes,
the banks of which rose about six feet
above the surface of the stream, which
was about twenty feet wide ; its depth
we could not tell, but I should guess

at about six feet. Like a river, the
farther from its source the wider it be-

came, and, as it cooled, moved more
and more slowly, until at last it seemed
to have solidified and stopped entirely,
formiDg itself in cooling into a ram
part of immense masses of some tons
weight, through the chinks of which
occasional red-h- ot places could be seen.
Suddenly a crash would be heard, and
the front of the rampart would roll
over, pushed by the weight from be-

hind, and a fresh front would be
formed, to be pushed over in its turn,
and so on, till the lava power behind
had ceased to exert itself, through the to
cessation of the eruption. In this way
the large rocks of lava are ground down

the peculiar size and sharpness of the
clinkers, that give us so much trouble in
and annoyance.

After a good examination of this as
tonishing sight and a long rest, we re-

newed
be

our struggle over the lava beds to
the direction of the observatory, and

after a lovely walk from the Attrio del
Cavallo to our carriages for the bay
was now wrapped in the soft, southern lie
moonlight we descended the mountain

safety, aud reached our palace con
siderably alter nuumgnt, wnn doois
and clothes destroyed and hands and
faces much in need of plaster, but with
the satisfaction of having thoroughly
done one of the, if not the, grandest of
nature s wondrous phenomena.
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